
1900 Oct. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

hours a week, and I’ve got children in my
house, I will not be taxed into poverty. The
tax system will lift me out of poverty. My
country values my work and values my being
a good parent.’’

I do not want to live in a country that
throws people out of the middle class and
puts them back in the under class, and I don’t
think you do, either. I don’t think you do,
either. I don’t think any of you want to live
in that kind of America.

So, look—I’m nearly done. You don’t even
have to sit down. [Laughter] I just want you
to think about this. This country is on a roll.
We’re coming back. It’s in better shape than
it was 21⁄2 years ago. The American people
deserve the lion’s share of the credit. But
our economic policies and our social policies
and our anticrime bill and our welfare re-
form, those things have all played a role. We
are moving in the right direction.

And the choice now is whether we’re going
to be a society in which everybody has a
chance to win or become a winner-take-all
country, a society where we’re growing the
middle class and shrinking the under class
or one in which we’re kicking people out of
the middle class and swelling the under class,
a society in which special interest and short-
term greed override the long-term concern
for the welfare of all Americans.

This is a very, very great country. We are
a great country. And you look at these chil-
dren tonight. And when you walk out of here,
I want you to keep their faces in your mind,
and I want you to promise yourself that you
will realize that this could be a Jefferson-
Jackson-Abraham Lincoln-Theodore Roo-
sevelt dinner. This is about American values,
American interests, America’s future. And I
want you to promise yourself that when you
walk out of this room tonight, for the next
year you are going to engage your fellow
Americans in talking about these fundamen-
tal values and the fundamental vision we
have for our future.

The 21st century is ours if we will simply
be true to our values and follow our vision
and think about these children and what kind
of America we want for them.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 p.m. in the
Veterans Memorial Auditorium. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 21, 1995

Good morning. I want to talk to you today
about American renewal. Not economic re-
newal, though our economy is certainly on
the move. Not the renewal of peace, though
the United States is leading hopeful efforts
toward peace from the Middle East to North-
ern Ireland to Bosnia. Not even the renewal
of the American spirit, though there is a tide
of optimism rising over our country as we
harness technology and other changes to in-
crease opportunities for all our people and
strengthen our families and communities.
No, the American renewal I want to talk to
you about today is the renewal of our national
pastime, the renewal of baseball.

A year ago, for the first time in 90 years,
we found ourselves without a World Series.
And boy, did we miss it. We missed those
nail-biting extra-inning nights. We missed a
game that for so many of us is so much more
than a game. Well, tonight, with the start of
the World Series, baseball is back. And we
couldn’t be happier.

Baseball is a part of our common heritage.
Its simple virtues, teamwork, playing by the
rules, dedication, and optimism, demonstrate
basic American values. We can look out at
the green grass of the outfield or feel the
worn leather of an old glove or watch a
Latino shortstop scoop the ball to a black sec-
ond-baseman, who then throws it to a white
first-baseman in a perfect double play, and
say, yes, this sure is America. This is who
we are.

At its best, baseball is more than just a
field of dreams. Every season brings our chil-
dren and many adults face to face with he-
roes to look up to and goals to work toward.
This year was no different. Greg Maddux’s
1.63 ERA; Albert Belle’s 50 home runs and
50 doubles; and of course, most important,
Cal Ripken’s 2,131st consecutive game: All
these inspire countless young people to play
the game and those of us who are older to
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make the most of the talents God has given
us, no matter what kind of work we do.

While baseball provides role models, it also
helps us recognize these American values in
everyday life. Just before Cal Ripken broke
Lou Gehrig’s record I saw a story about other
dedicated workers, featuring a bus driver
who hadn’t missed a day’s work in 18 years.
This man said he didn’t see anything unusual
about himself; after all, his father had told
him we’re all supposed to work hard and
show up every day. But had it not been for
Cal Ripken, we would never have had the
opportunity to meet this wonderful man or
to appreciate the hard work that he and mil-
lions and millions of other Americans do
every day just by showing up for work like
Cal Ripken did.

Baseball does something more. It helps to
hold us together; it helps us to come to-
gether. I’ve been fortunate enough to see a
lot of our great country. Just about every-
where I’ve ever been I’ve come across a base-
ball diamond. No matter where you go in
America, sooner or later there will be a patch
of green, a path of dirt, and a home plate.

When I was growing up in Arkansas, base-
ball connected me to the rest of America.
My team was the St. Louis Cardinals, the
closest team to my home State. They were
the ones we got on the radio. And I spent
a lot of hot summer nights listening to the
heroics of Stan Musial come over my transis-
tor, like thousands of other young kids all
over America.

Baseball also teaches us tolerance. It
teaches us to play as hard as we can and still
be friends when the game’s over, to respect
our differences, and to be able to lose with
dignity as well as win with joy—but real toler-
ance for differences. I mean, after all, my
wife was raised in Chicago as a Cubs fan,
and she married me even though I’d grown
up rooting for the Cardinals. And everybody
in the Midwest knows that when Cubs fans
and Cardinal fans can sit down together,
that’s real tolerance.

If you watch one of the 178,000 Little
League teams in this country, you also will
see real community in America. Two and a
half million of our children get together to
play this sport, boys and girls. And that’s not
counting everyone who supports the teams

and shows up for the games and practices
and bake sales. Communities large and small
grow up around baseball: kids playing a pick-
up game until it’s too dark to see, folks get-
ting together for softball after work, families
walking together to see a home game at their
local ball park.

This has been a wonderful baseball season.
When it’s over and the owners and players
sit down to resolve their labor dispute, I hope
they’ll remember the spirit of the season, the
spirit we all feel right now, and use it to come
together to build a lasting agreement. Amer-
ica doesn’t need to lose baseball in a squab-
ble. America needs to keep baseball.

During World War II, there was a debate
about whether baseball should continue
while so many of our young Americans were
fighting for freedom around the world. Presi-
dent Roosevelt knew we should play ball. He
wrote, ‘‘It would be best for the country to
keep baseball going. Everybody will work
longer hours and harder than ever before.
And that means they ought to have a chance
for taking their minds off their work even
more than before.’’

Well, we still need baseball. We know we
have many important challenges facing us as
a nation, as we prepare for the 21st century.
We know that we’re having important de-
bates in Washington and real differences.
But tonight, I just hope Americans will be
able to take their minds off all that and their
own work for a moment. I hope they’ll be
able to wonder instead at the arc of a home
run, a catch at the wall, the snap of the ball
in the back of a mitt. Soon these sights and
sounds will become a new part of our shared
national memory of baseball.

Tonight, fans of the Cleveland Indians and
the Atlanta Braves will watch with special in-
terest. But all of us Americans have reason
to smile, for baseball is back.

Thanks for listening, and play ball.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:20 a.m.
on October 20 in the Veterans Memorial Audito-
rium in Des Moines, IA, for broadcast at 10:06
a.m. on October 21.
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Remarks at the Dedication of the
National Czech and Slovak Museum
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa

October 21, 1995

Thank you very much. President Havel,
President Kovac, Governor Branstad, Sen-
ator Harkin, Congressman Leach, Mayor
Serbousek, Mr. Schaeffer, Mr. Hruska, Am-
bassador Albright. Ladies and gentlemen, if
we have not demonstrated anything else
about the Czech and the Slovak heritage of
Iowa, we have certainly shown to these two
Presidents that you are a hearty people.

I thank the Czech Plus Band for playing
today. I thought they did a marvelous job,
and we thank them. I am proud to stand here
with these two Presidents, each a pioneer
and a patriot, each leading his nation through
an epic transformation, each representing the
promise of Europe’s future, and their pres-
ence today reflects our growing partnership
as well as the deep roots of their people in
the soil of Iowa.

I will never forget visiting Prague in Janu-
ary of 1994, the first time I had been there
in 24 years, and walking across the magnifi-
cent Charles Bridge with President Havel.
I remembered then all the young people I
had met there a quarter century before and
how desperately then they had longed for the
freedom they now enjoy. In his devotion to
democracy and through his courage and sac-
rifice, Vaclav Havel helped to make the
dreams of those young people a reality, and
the world is in his debt.

President Kovac stands with us as a leader
of a newly independent nation with a proud
heritage and a hopeful future. Mr. President,
we know your job has been and continues
to be difficult. And the United States sup-
ports your personal strong commitment to
openness and reform as Slovakia takes its
place within the family of democratic nations.
And we thank you for your leadership.

Here in America’s heartland, the heart of
Europe beats loud and clear. Czech immi-
grants first came to Cedar Rapids in the mid-
dle of the 19th century. Soon, a little Bohe-
mia had blossomed in the city where Czech
culture flourished in journalism, music, and
drama.

Today that proud heritage is as vibrant as
ever. One in five residents of Cedar Rapids
is of Czech descent, including your mayor.
There are eight major Czech-American orga-
nizations in this city, and through the Czech
school, American children learn the language
and traditions of their ancestors an ocean
away. Just a few steps from here the shops
of Czech Village are filled with authentic
crafts and home cooking. I think it’s fitting
that in this celebration of American diversity,
we have a city which produces both Quaker
Oats and kolaches. [Laughter]

In Iowa and beyond, Americans of Czech
and Slovak descent have added richness and
texture to our American quilt. The values
they, like so many other immigrants brought
from their homelands—love of family, devo-
tion to community, taking responsibility, and
working hard—these values flourished in
America and helped America to flourish.

In the mid-19th century, thousands of
Czech settlers farmed America’s new fron-
tiers, an experience immortalized in Willa
Cather’s novel, ‘‘My Antonia.’’ Slovak immi-
grants brought their skill and strength to the
urban Northeast and the Midwest, where
they helped to build heavy industry and oil
and steel and coal.

The children and grandchildren of these
early pioneers, as well as more recent arriv-
als, have been generous with their gifts to
America: Filmmakers like Milos Forman
have challenged our imagination; students of
the humanities have been enlightened by
Jaroslav Pelikan; and stargazers stand in awe
of Captain Eugene Cernan, the last human
being to leave his footprints on the Moon.
From city hall to Capitol Hill, individuals like
Congressman Peter Visclosky of Indiana,
former Congressman Charles Vanick of
Ohio, and former Senator Roman Hruska of
Nebraska, have served our country with dis-
tinction. Our dynamic Ambassador to the
United Nations, Madeleine Albright, who is
here with me today, was born in Prague. And
as I have told President Havel several times,
the Czech Republic is the only nation in the
world that has two Ambassadors at the Unit-
ed Nations. [Laughter]

The National Czech and Slovak Museum
and Library we are privileged to dedicate
here today is a wonderful tribute to two cul-
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